
Junior Cycle 

Information



Overview 

• Purpose and Structure of Junior Cycle

• Subjects, Short Courses, Wellbeing and Other Areas of 

Learning

• Assessment (CBAs) 

• Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement 
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What is the purpose of education 

in Junior Cycle?

• Help students become better learners and develop a love of learning

• Provide a solid foundation for further study

• To develop skills for learning and life

• To support learning through improved reporting to both students and 

parents
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Our Students
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Key Skills



Structure of the Junior Cycle

8 Principles

24 Statements of Learning
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What has stayed the same?

• Students experience a broad and balanced curriculum

• Standards and expectations remain high

• Subjects continue to play an important role in the Junior Cycle

• The Department of Education monitor quality across all schools

• The State Examinations Commission continue to be involved in 

assessment for certification 
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Wellbeing

400 hours over 3 years

• Physical Education

• Social, Personal and Health Education 

• Civic, Social and Political Education

• Other areas such as Guidance Related Learning, Digital 

Literacy, FUSE AB and Friends for Life
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Assessment Components

Final Exam

A two hour exam or less in all 

subjects in June at the end of 

3rd year. 

Set and marked by the SEC. 

English, Irish & Maths at HL & 

OL levels.

All others are at common 

level. 

Classroom-based Assessment
CBAs

Take place in 2nd and 3rd year. 

CBAs are for subjects & short 

courses. The tasks involve 

activities including oral 

presentations, written work, 

practical or designing and 

making activities, artistic 

performances, scientific 

experiments, projects or other 

suitable tasks.

Other Areas of Learning
OALs

OALs records student 

achievement, involvement and 

participation across a broad 

range of areas of learning 

through in-school activities in 

junior cycle. 



‘The purpose of assessment at this stage of 
education is to support learning’.

Assessment Reporting
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What is a CBA?
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Subject What the CBA Entails

English Oral Communication. Required to prepare an Oral presentation. There are two parts to this task; preparation and communication. Based on one topic of student’s choice, 

taking no more than five minutes. It can be in a number of formats (speech, talk, interview, commentary on a cultural or sporting event, comedy sketch, recitation of 
poem, mock interview etc.) Practice is key here, reading off a Powerpoint doesn’t impress as much as learning it off by heart!

Business The students will work in groups ,to come up with a new product .They will then come up with he marketing mix for this product ,which will include product, price, place 
,promotion. They will individually evaluate and reflect on their contribution to the process.

Maths CBA 1 is a 'mathematical investigation' which students will complete over a three-week period. Students will investigate a mathematical problem of their choice and are 

free to select any problem that interests them. For example, students could decide to do their CBA on a bedroom makeover where they would investigate the cost 
involved, the dimensions of the bedroom and bring in as much Maths as possible to their investigation

History Students will produce an individual project entitled “The Past in my Place” where they will research a place in their local area or county of historical significance and 

create a Powerpoint presentation or poster presentation telling the story of that place. The chosen place must have a personal connection to the student and they must 

also be able to connect their chosen place with some element of history outside of Kilkenny or Ireland to show how it fits into the bigger picture of world or Irish history. It 

is important that it is the students own work and written in their own words and not just taken from websites. They will need to use a variety of sources to help them 
gather the evidence to tell the story of their chosen place.

MFL Oral Communication in Modern Foreign Languages. Oral Communication should last about three to four minutes with teacher questions afterwards. A student, pair or 

group choose a topic or area of interest and present on this. The students might also decide to do a role-play or an interview. The student must also complete a student 

reflection note. 



Your child will be involved in………

• Reviewing feedback and identifying what they have done well

• Identifying what to do next

• Setting and achieving personal goals

• Redrafting and correcting their own work

• Giving feedback to others

• Considering examples of good work and identifying how they can 

improve on their own work
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How do Classroom-Based Assessments take place?

• Details of the Classroom-Based Assessment are set out in each subject and short course 

specification

• Teachers and students choose Classroom-Based Assessment activities as per the subject 

/ short course specification

• Schools will organise “Subject Learning and Assessment Review” meetings
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CBA Descriptors
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Descriptor Awarded

Exceptional

Above Expectations

In line with Expectations

Yet to Meet Expectations



Grades and Descriptors

Final Exams June 2026

Grade Descriptor Percentage

Distinction 90-100%

Higher Merit 75-89%

Merit 55-74%

Achieved 40-54%

Partially Achieved 20-39%

Not Graded 0-19%
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Junior Cycle Award

JCPA

Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement
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Provisional 
Results 
Junior 
Cycle
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Other Areas of Learning

Sample of activities



Thank you
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